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Semantic interpretation of constructions relating to causation and ontology of
objects: A contrastive study of Japanese and German
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This research project delves into the intricacies of voice alternations in
languages, focusing on Japanese and German constructions related to causation. In line with this
objective, the study investigated the mechanisms of semantic interpretation, concentrating on
constructions in both German and Japanese that exhibit semantic ambiguity, allowing for
interpretations of either cause or adversity. By examining how the lexical meaning of verbs
influences the emergence of inherent and peripheral meanings within these constructions, the study
reveals a shared semantic basis for valence expansion across both languages.
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