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An empirical study on the selection criteria for word order in Japanese
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The aim of this research project is to investigate the criteria for choosing
word orders in Japanese based on corpus analyses and sentence production experiments. By doing
this, we propose an encoding system in Japanese in terms of functional linguistics and
psycholinguistics. A series of corpus analyses have demonstrated that ‘ topic persistence’ 1is
influenced not only by focalization but also by grammatical functions. Yet, the results of sentence
production experiments have suggested that there is a spurious correlation between topic persistence
and grammatical functions. Furthermore, it has been observed that the discourse function of each
construction interacts with word orders and grammatical functions. For example, it has been revealed
that passive subjects tend to be more topical in the ni-passive than in the niyotte-passive.
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