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This study was designed to _investigate Japanese language learners
(international students) newly coming to Japan to investigate their perceptions of speech styles
(polite / normal form, etc.) and their transfer during stay in Japan. However, the coronavirus
pandemic began in 2020, the year in which the research began, and the international students who
were targeted for the study were unable to come to Japan, hence the research could not proceed as
planned. Therefore, we created and conducted a test to assess style perception for international
students who had been to Japan before the coronavirus. We also conducted research on the actual
usage of styles among native Japanese speakers. Furthermore, by extending the research period, we
conducted a case study to examine changes in style perception among a small number of international
students who had recently arrived in Japan.
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