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An analysis of interactions among homeroom teachers (HRTs), assistant language
teachers (ALTs), and pupils in English classes in a Japanese elementary school
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The purpose of the study is to investigate how homeroom teachers (HRTS%,
assistant language teachers (ALTs), and pupils interact with each other to learn and teach English
in English classes in a Japanese elementary school. The results of the study show that the three
parties learn or teach English by utilizing various ways, such as the use of discourse markers, the
interlocutors” L1, repetition, repair, and silence, using linguistic and non-linguistic resources
available in order to achieve mutual understanding. Moreover, it is revealed that the ALTs in the
study are hired not only from English-speaking countries but also from various countries, and they
become model learners or users of English for the pupils.
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