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Examination of the acquisition of verb_usa?e by Japanese learners of English and
the development of effective instructional methods
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To promote the accurate interpretation of verb usage (of unaccusative verbs)
by Japanese learners of English, the effectiveness of explicit grammar instruction was examined by
focusing on the animacy of subject nouns and sentence structures. The results revealed that,
immediately after the instructions, participants could better understand intransitive usage than
before the instructions. It also revealed the difficulty of correctly answering whether transitive
usages with intransitive verbs are ungrammatical. Thus, this study also examined the effectiveness
of providing negative evidence by showing that transitive usages with intransitive verbs are
ungrammatical. The results indicated that those who received negative evidence tended to correctly
answer transitive usages with intransitive verbs that were ungrammatical after instruction.
Furthermore, the degree of acceptance or rejection of object drop errors in transitive verb
structures differed depending on the individual verb.
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*Hanako happened the accident.
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*| enjoyed very much.

, 2015
The stars were appeared.
The window broke.

The window was broken.

Kondo, 2009; Yusa, 2003
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Otaki, 2020
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(. The clouds disappeared.)

*The clouds disappeared the moon.

, 2023

appear, disappear, happen

, 2023
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arrive fall
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arrive, appear, disappear, fall, happen

appear, disappear, fall, happen
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very much.
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We hired him.

arrive

*| enjoyed
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*The company didn’t hire.

tell, accept, put
hire, hit, reject
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