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The research reveals that the elite inhabitants of Stepney parish in the
eastern suburbs of London collaborated with the members of the livery companies, that is, the
citizens of London, in the management of charities, at least until the third quarter of the
seventeenth century. This is an important finding because it confirms the co-ordination between
elite Londoners living within and without the city wall, and suggests that the governance of the
eastern suburbs of London in the early modern period was based on a co-operative relationship
between multiple powers concerned.
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