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This study is an archaeological investigation of local rule during the
Western Zhou dynasty in China. It examines the effectiveness of political control by the center
through the examination of objects. The Western Zhou dynasty created and distributed ritual bronzes
with a political role in mind. The existence of an oracle bone script in the early Western Zhou
period discovered at the Yaohegeng site in Gansu Province raises the possibility of political
control by the dynasty through oracle bones.
However, the study revealed that, with the exception of the Yaohegeng site, no other non-central
Western Zhou period sites yielded evidence of oracle bones. It can be posited that the oracle bone
ritual was observed to be a limited practice conducted exclusively at this site. It is postulated
that the only material culture that attests to the political dominance of the Western Zhou Dynasty
was the bronze vessels used for rituals.
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