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This study clarifies how the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
was used as a norm in American society from 1865, when slavery was abolished, to the beginning of
the twentieth century.

By analyzing legislation and case law from the same period, this study shows that the Thirteenth
Amendment was not only directly significant in abolishing slavery, but also provided the basis for
the creation of individuals with economic independence and the citizenship that came with it. In
addition, it was shown that the Thirteenth Amendment had significance as a legal foundation for the
suppression of forced labor and human trafficking.
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