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Under the criminal law of the Edo period, seppuku was generally imposed on

samurai of high rank (allowed an audience to Shogun), but in practice, seppuku was sometimes imposed

on samurai of low rank. According to the record of a consultation held in November 1789 at the
Bakufu council office, when a quarrel or violence under alcohol resulted in the death of the other
party, the standard for determining whether to impose seppuku or geshunin (simple style of death
penalty by decapitation, known as the penalty for murderers), was the rank of a guilty side: those
who held samurai rank were allowed to be executed by seppuku.

However, this study reveals that the application of the death penalty at the domains in the early
Edﬁ p$riod was not always in line with the policy of the Bakufu, and further analysis is required in
the future.
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