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The purpose of this study was to clarify the role of donatio (donations
mortis causa and donatio inter vivos) in Roman law of succession. Ultimately, it is not possible to
derive a clear answer as to the role of donatio causa mortis in classical Roman law. However,
regarding the issue of how to distinguish between donatio mortis causa and donatio inter vivos, this

study succeeded in raising doubts as to whether the criterion stated in previous research, "whether
the gift can be revoked," may not have functioned in classical Roman law.
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