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Controversies in Legal Theory on Korea Question by International Law Scholar in
Postwar Japan
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2)

This study revealed a controversy regarding the legal understanding on Korea

question by international law scholars in postwar Japan. The focus of the disagreement was not on
the definition or assessment of whether the Korean conflict was a civil war or a war between
nations, but on whether the allegations by UN member-states that the actions of non-member states
violated the UN charter were legally valid. This study discussed these perceptions while focusing on

Yamate’ s criticism against Yokota®s theory. It assessed : 1) Iriye Keishiro"s understanding of the

civil war between North and South Korea and interference by the Unified Combatant Command; 2)
Yokota Kisaburo®s understanding of the interstate war between North and South Korea and the
invocation of international ﬁolice action a?ainst it; and 3) Yamate Haruyuki®s criticism of the
dispatching of troops by each nation in violation of the UN charter and their improper
jJustification.
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