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Today, the growth of the world®"s population and the rapid increase in demand

for water, coupled with the effects of climate change, have become a source of friction between
nations over water resources in many parts of the world. International law has traditionally
elaborated rules for settling international water resource disputes through the development of
treaties on the non-navigational use of international watercourses and customary international law.
However, water resource disputes between states have expanded beyond rivers to include transboundary
groundwater and related freshwater and marine issues. More broadly, there are also disputes between
states over the conservation and management of shared natural resources. How should international
law respond to these situations? This study was conducted as a starting point for the establishment
of an international legal order for common natural resources, based on international river law.
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