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The political influence of minorities in post-war Japan: An analysis

Okura, Sae
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This study examined people with disabilities as a case study of minority
groups and investigated that group’ s efforts to exert political influence in post-war Japan.
Specifically, the study explored the extent and manner in which disabled voters, organizations
representing people with disabilities, and legislators with disabilities have engaged in the
policymaking process. Analysis revealed that (1) voter-participation levels were not generally low,
(2) cooperation across disability categories (intellectual, mental, and physical disabilities) and
partisan lines among disability organizations has increased since the 2000s, and (3) there has been
a consistent presence of legislators with disabilities since the post-war period, contributing to
the advancement of disability Bolicies. Additionally, (4) since the end of World War Il the presence

of parliamentarians with disabilities has furthered the promotion of disability policies at the
parliamentary level.
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