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In contemporary times, there is a growing criticism of the dysfunctionality
of parliamentary democracy. However, criticism towards the parliamentary system is not a recent
phenomenon. In Italy during the rise of fascism, this criticism was particularly notable. This study

aims to examine the reasons why the Italian thinker Gaetano Mosca, who initially aligned with
contemporary criticism of parliamentary systems, came to defend the parliamentary system during the
era of fascist ascent. Through this research, a new insight has been obtained, which suggests that
Mosca®s change in attitude stemmed not only from criticizing the rise of fascism and advocating for
liberalism but also from perceiving the parliament as a contemporary form of the classical
governance paradigm known as the theory of mixed government.
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