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This studiy have attempted to clarify why Japan®s diplomatic relations with
the United States and Britain became increasingly strained during the 1930s. The attempt was made
through an examination of the diplomatic strategies of the Asia Faction of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. While this faction aimed to overcome the Washington Treaty System, they also wished to
maintain relations with the United States and Britain. They sought to balance these goals while
suppressing the hardline stance within Japan®s military establishment, using various methods. In
particular, the study reconstructed the diplomatic strategies of previously overlooked diplomats
such as Hachiro Arita and Masayuki Tani using primary sources, revealing how they attempted to break

the Washington Treaty System and maintain relations with the United States and Britain, and how the
United States and Britain perceived these efforts.
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