2020 2023

Renewal of Nuclear Deterrence in Response to North Korea™s Nuclear Arms
Expansion and Impact on Japan and South Korea

CHOI, JUNG HOON

3,200,000

Through four years of research, 1 have been able to accumulate insights into
the advancement of nuclear weapons in North Korea and its impact on Northeast Asia. From the
perspective of nuclear deterrence theory, one could argue that there existed extreme asymmetry
between the US and North Korea (a hegemonic power and a smaller state). However, since North Korea
achieved the advancement of its nuclear weapons (transforming from a small state classified as a
buffer state to a nuclear-armed state), it can be said that this asymmetry has been mitigated. It is
difficult to argue that traditional nuclear deterrence theory adequately covers such cases.
Furthermore, North Korea"s advancement in nuclear weapons capabilities may lead to the emergence of
new poles in Northeast Asia and the risks of nuclear escalations, posing significant events for
Japan and South Korea®s security strategies.
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Advanced Nuclear Weapons of North Korea and Its Geopolitical Impacts on Buffer System in Northeast Asia from the
Perspective of Buffer System Theory
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