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This project has generated nuanced theoretical understandings of migrant precarity, with scientific
contributions reflected in articles published in leading international journals. Key research
insights will inform regional and national migration policies for promoting safer migration.

Drawing on multi-sited investigation of labor migration from Nepal to Japan
and Malaysia, this project has generated nuanced, differentiated theoretical understandings of
migrant precarity in Asia in the global context of
the rapid growth of precarious employment. In terms of research achievements, I published two
peer-reviewed papers in leading international journals: Geoforum and Journal of Ethnic and Migration

Studies, and one book chapter. A big achievement is that | was
awarded a 2020 Waseda University Research Award (High-impact publication). I also gave an invited
talk in the (virtual) Talk series: Japan’ s Foreign Residents in the Age of COVID-19, organised by
the Chuo University. Similarly, | presented papers at two conferences: the Asian Studies Association
of Australia (ASAA) conference (international) and The Japanese Association for South Asian Studies
34th Annual Conference (Domestic).
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Transnational labor migration (TLM) within Asiais rising, benefitting both migrant-sending and migrant-
receiving countries. With rising labor mobilities, scholars and policy makers have raised critical issues of
precarious inclusion of migrant workersin the Asian labor markets. Nevertheless, the existing literature
has largely failed to offer nuanced understandings of precarity in Asian TLM given that precarity is often
experienced differently according to gender, education/skill levels, employment settings and country
context. Drawing on the comparative, multi-sited investigation of labor migration from Nepal to Japan
and Malaysia, thisinterdisciplinary project generates nuanced, differentiated theoretical understandings of
migrant precarity in Asiain the global context of the rapid growth of precarious employment. Three key
research questions oriented this project:
1. What are the key forms of precarious and positive conditions experienced by Nepali migrant
workers engaged in different employment sectors (hospitality, agriculture, food/restaurant etc.) in
Japan and Malaysia?
2. What conditions (employment, legal/policy etc) in migrants’ origin and destination countries shape
precarious and beneficial inclusionin TLM ?, and

3. How do migrant workers deal with precarious conditions?

The purpose of this project is to offer a comparative analysis of precarious and positive inclusion in Asian
labour migration drawing on the multi-sited study of Nepali migrant workers in Japan and Malaysia. Both
countriesareincreasingly relying on foreign workers, and Nepali migrant workers represent a huge number.
This project generates nuanced, differentiated theoretical understandings of migrant precarity in Asiain the

global context of the rapid growth of precarious employment.

This project employed multi-sited ethnography, using a mixed-method research approach (surveys,
interviews & observation). The kernel of multi-sited ethnography is ‘to follow people, connections,
associations and relationships across space’. This project conducted surveys and semi-structured interviews
with Nepali migrant workers in Japan and Malaysia. Surveys included diverse Nepali migrant workers
representing gender, age, ethnicity/caste, occupation type, resident status and education/language skills.
Additional interviews were conducted with employers and government officials in Japan from the Justice,
the Economy, Trade and Industry, and the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministries, and in Malaysia
from the Home and the Human Resource Ministries. In-depth interviews were also done with
representatives from the recruitment agencies and MOLESS and DoFE. Key policies/laws of Japan (e.g.
Immigration Control & Refugee Recognition Act), Malaysia (e.g. Immigration Act 1959/1963) and Nepal

(e.g. Foreign Employment Act 2007) governing migration and foreign workers were also analyzed.



This Kakenhi research project draws on the comparative, multi-sited investigation of labor migration from
Nepal to Japan and Malaysia. This interdisciplinary project has generated nuanced, differentiated
theoretical understandings of migrant precarity in Asia in the global context of the rapid growth of
precarious employment. In terms of research achievements, despite the Covid-19 pandemic affecting
research fieldwork, | published two peer-reviewed papers in leading international journals: Geoforum and
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, and one book chapter. A big achievement isthat | was awarded a
2020 Waseda University Research Award (High-impact publication). | also gave an invited talk in the
(virtual) Talk series: Japan’s Foreign Residentsin the Age of COVID-19,organised by the Chuo University.
Similarly, | presented papers at two conferences: the Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA)
conference (international) and The Japanese Association for South Asian Studies 34th Annual Conference
(Domestic).
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