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Philosophical study on the concept of equality of educational opportunity:
Toward a reconstruction of history of the concept
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First, this research project examined the theories of equality of

educational opportunity in the 1960s, focusing particularly on an argument by J. S. Coleman. As a
result of this, two goals of educational opportunity need to be distinguished: educational
achievements, and racial integration. This distinction of the goals may be useful to understanding
the debates concerning equality of educational opportunity. Second, this research project focused on
contemporary debates on educational justice, and examined two positions of educational justice:
educational equality and adequacy. A point of this controversy can be found in the difference of
views concerning whether both goals should be pursued or not in the name of equal educational
opportunity. In addition, these results are expected to be complemented and be detailed as a more
comprehensive history of the debates and the concept.
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