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The ﬁurpose of this study is to clarify the legal and institutional
operational differences in the Local Autonomy Law and the Law Concerning the Organization and
Administration of Local Education Administration, with the ability of small municipal boards of
education to carry out their duties in mind.

Although the case study was limited due to the impact of the COVID-19, interviews were conducted
with some local governments to clarify specific efforts by prefectures to provide support and advice

and assistance for wide-area cooperation, as well as to identify issues to be addressed.
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