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This study clarified the institutional development and practical
implementation of school consolidation standards and remote area education policy in Japan. It
revealed that the enactment of the Remote Area Education Promotion Act was strongly linked to
securing teaching staff, and that there is an institutional relationship between the Act and school
consolidation. In response to recent population decline, diverse approaches tailored to regional
characteristics such as the establishment of compulsory education schools and the use of ICT have
been adopted. Furthermore, an analysis of local discussions on “ appropriate school size”
demonstrated that education policy is closely connected to the specific conditions and future

visions of each region.
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