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The cognitive basis of the ability to interpret ambiguous utterances: focusing
on "detection™ and "response" to Incongruence.
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This study focused on the pragmatic processing of interpreting referential
intentions, "reference assignment”. The study aimed to elucidate the developmental process of
children®s reference assignment strategy in social situations through behavioral experiments using
the selective trust paradigm.

The results showed that the ability to evaluate the appropriateness of speech interpretation from a
third-party perspective is present to some extent in 3- to 4-year-olds and that it is not until 5-
to 6-year-olds that they are able to evaluate it explicitly. The results also showed that even 3- to
4-year-olds selectively learn from others who interpret appropriately rather than from others who

do not interpret appropriately according to the context.
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3-4 year olds (N = 36) 21 (58%)| 24t (67%) 22 ( 61%)| 19 ( 53%)
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