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This project is conducted on Sado Island, one of Japan’ s GIAHS sites, and
has been designed to achieve two primary objectives. The first is to seek how a pre-industrial
agricultural landscape can be digitally reproduced by a geographic information system. In this
pursuit, a methodology for converting pre-modern land ledgers (okenchi-mizucho) to analyze and
visualize their constituent data digitally has been proposed and tested. The second objective is to
investigate current crop selection and farming methods in the surveyed communities. The results of
these surveys are utilized to interpret pre-modern land use patterns and visually reproduce these

through digital mapping.
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