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Study of carboxypeptidase D expression in the early hepatocellular carcinoma
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Histological diagnosis of early hepatocellular carcinoma (eHCC) is often
difficult due to similarity to its precursor lesion, dysplastic nodule (DN), and there is a lack of
excellent diagnostic markers.The aim of this study was to identify diagnostic markers to
differentiate eHCC from DN.We performed immunohistochemistry of carboxypeptidase D (CPD) and malic
enzyme 1 (ME1) for 18 cases of eHCC and 18 cases of DN. As a result, the combination of "CPD
positive” and "ME1l loss" had a sensitivity of 50 % and specificity of 100% for the diagnosis of
eHCC.In addition, these immunohistochemistry were useful in identifying the boundaries of eHCC.

The research results were reported at the 44th meeting of western branch of Japan Society of
Hepatology, and we are currently working on a paper.
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