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We found that peripheral blood monocyte counts at diagnosis strongly
correlated with the long-term prognosis of neuroblastoma. Therefore, subsequent studies have focused
on neuroblastoma. Our previous studies have shown that monocyte/macrophage infiltration density is
higher in high-risk groups in neuroblastoma, a major cause of death in childhood cancer. Further, it
has been shown that the CD47-SIRPa signaling system inhibits phagocytosis of cancer cells by
monocytes/macrophages. Therefore, we aimed to characterize monocytes/macrophages involved in the

malignant potential of neuroblastoma. Using immunohistochemical staining, we found that
monocytes/macrophages infiltrating neuroblastoma express high levels of SIRPa and that

neuroblastoma cells express CD47. Therefore, we found that targeting SIRPa could be a treatment
for neuroblastoma.
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