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CCR2 PET
Elucidating pathology of atherosclerosis by a novel CCR2-specific PET tracer and

its clinical application
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Atherosclerosis, also known as vascular aging, is thought to account for
approximately 20% of the causes of death in Japan. PET imaging is considered a promising imaging
modality for evaluating the state of atherosclerotic plaques. We have newly developed a PET tracer
that binds to the chemokine receptor CCR2 and confirmed i1ts accumulation in mouse atherosclerosis.
The signal of this tracer reflects the amount of CCR2 positive cells inside, such as monocytes and
inflammatory macrophages, rather than the size of atherosclerotic plaques.
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