2020 2024

Development of a Genetic Counseling Model for Pre-Symptomatic Diagnosis of
Hereditary Cancer in Minors

Matsuzaki, Sawako
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This study investigated the current state and challenges of pre-symptomatic
genetic testing for hereditary cancer in minor relatives in Japan. A survey was conducted targeting
142 medical institutions, with valid responses obtained from 74. Of these, 29 institutions had
provided genetic counseling to minors. The findings highlighted challenges related to informed
assent-such as addressing parents® attitudes and childrens understanding-as well as issues with
healthcare systems and interdepartmental coordination. In institutions not conducting such testing,
the lack of specialized personnel and inadequate support systems were also identified. These results

provide important insights for future policy and support system development.
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