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This study generated in-depth and advanced understanding of the livelihood
resilience of Rohingya refugees living in Bangladesh. The study implied RIMA-11 framework developed
by FAO to measure and analyze livelihood resilience of the refugee people. Among the four main
pillars, adaptive capacity and access to basic services had the most impact on livelihood
resilience. Among the surveyed refugee households most of the households had moderate resilience
based on the calculated resilience Index of this study. From the survey the study found that most of

the refugees are receiving aids inform of food items, water supply, sanitation and cooking fuel.
Despite the aids, household income of the refugees decreased significantly.
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The number of refugees is alarmingly high and is expected to continue to rise for the
foreseeable future. Finding durable solutions to the refugee crisis has become a global
challenge. At the end of 2017, there were 68.5 million forcibly displaced people in the
world and among them, 25.4 million had to seek refuge in other countries. Among the
refugees, 80% are dependent on forests for their livelihoods, resulting in the refugee
crisis having an enormous impact on the environment. Besides finding a solution to the
refugee crisis it is also important to develop proper management strategies to maintain
environmental sustainability which requires scientific research on the refugees and their
livelihood related to the environment. Academic research on refugees has concentrated
on vulnerabilities of the refugees, their traumatic experiences and challenges, host
country services, refugee integration and their impact on the host communities. Very few
research has been done on the livelihood resilience of the refugees and most of the
refugee resilience studies have been focused on mental capabilities to cope with the shock.
Livelihood resilience will give an overall understanding of the capabilities of the refugees
to sustain and improve their livelihood opportunities and well-being despite the hardship
they are facing which is very important to manage environmental sustainability.

The key scientific question was, what is the livelihood resilience status of the refugees
and how can it be measured. To answer this question, the recent refugee crisis in
Bangladesh was considered. Decades of persecution have forced millions of Rohingya to
fled from Myanmar to the neighboring countries. Since 2017 August, the recent influx of
Rohingya to Bangladesh, nearly 1 million Rohingya are now living in several refugee
camps in the southern coastal part of Cox’s Bazar district. This refugee crisis in
Bangladesh has exacerbated deforestation, underdevelopment and climate vulnerability
in the region that is already facing rapid deforestation due to anthropogenic pressure.
The proposed study will aim to develop a better understanding of the refugee livelihoods
and their capabilities, which is significant and useful in the case of designing and

developing sustainable environmental strategies.
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The purpose of this research is to gain an understanding of the livelihood resilience of
the Rohingya refugees during the current refugee crisis. Measuring livelihood
resilience of vulnerable communities experiencing different shocks (natural calamities,
poverty, and geopolitical unrest) are widely used to understand the determinants of
vulnerability and strategies to gain a livelihood. Numerous United Nations (UN)
agencies, development, government, and non-government organizations and donors look
to resilience as a promising concept for understanding how households cope with shocks
and stresses. The most compelling features of the resilience approach are the
identification of the combined effect of climate changes, economic forces and social
conditions that have increased the frequency and severity of risk exposure among
vulnerable populations. This study proposes to develop a framework to measure the
livelihood resilience of the refugees. The Rohingya refugee crisis is a recent issue and
there is a lack of an in-depth understanding of the livelihood of the refugees regarding
the current crisis. Besides, there is no long-term management strategy for the region to
manage and govern the natural resources in response to the refugee crisis. This study
will help to understand the livelihood resilience of the refugees by using a different
framework which will be significant to manage the environmental sustainability of the

region.
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The proposed research will be an empirical study based on primary and secondary data
collected on different aspects related to the livelihood resilience of the Rohingya refugees.
To measure and analyze livelihood resilience RIMA-I1 framework by FAO will be followed
(FAO, 2016). RIMA is a quantitative approach to estimate resilience and generates
evidence for more effectively assisting vulnerable populations. RIMA has four main
pillars; they are -Access to basic services (ABS), Assets (A), Social safety nets (SSN) and
Adaptive capacity (AC). ABS will show the ability of refugees to meet basic needs and
access to effective use of basic needs. Assets will compromise both productive and non-
productive assets. SSN will measure the ability to access timely and reliable assistance
provided by family, friends, relatives, and NGOs. Adaptive capacity will describe the
ability of a household to adapt to a new situation. Under the framework, first the factors
will be analyzed and then the significant factors will be used to construct a resilience
index. This index will provide a quantifiable understanding and measures of livelihood
resilience. RIMA framework can be widely used to measure the resilience of communities
experiencing different shock including vulnerability due to poverty, natural disaster and
food insecurity (Suman, 2014 and Amaya, 2014). It is a dynamic framework widely used
by FAO and has the scope to be modified and used in measuring the resilience of different
issues. Data will be collected in three camps i.e. 1W, 13 and 15 comprising 9333, 9800
and 11,175 houses, respectively. The unit of sampling will be refugee households inside
the Rohingya camps.
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This study generated in-depth and advanced understanding of the livelihood resilience
of Rohingya refugees living in Bangladesh. The study implied RIMA-II framework
developed by FAO to measure and analyze livelihood resilience of the refugee people.
Among the four main pillars, adaptive capacity and access to basic services had the most
impact on livelihood resilience. Among the surveyed refugee households most of the
households had moderate resilience based on the calculated resilience index of this study.
From the survey the study found that most of the refugees are receiving aids inform of
food items, water supply, sanitation and cooking fuel. Despite the aids, household income

of the refugees decreased significantly.
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