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Relative assessment of learners™ pronunciations based on their bi-directional
shadowing and its practical application in class
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Language learners® speech is intelligible enough to the learners themselves,
but not always intelligible to others. We"re proposing a novel method of measuring the
intelligibility of L2 speech sequentially and objectively by asking listeners to shadow the L2
speech and quantifying listening breakdowns as shadowing breakdowns found in the shadowing speech.
In this study, by using non-native learners as well as native speakers as shadowers (listeners), we
investigated the intelligibility of language learners® speech in the following three cases. 1)
speaker = Vietnamese learners of Japanese, listener = native speakers of Japanese, 2) speaker =
Chinese learners of Japanese, listener = native speakers of Japanese and Chinese learners of
Japanese, and 3) speaker = international learners of English, listener = international learners of

English.
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