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Research on AI-OCR (Optical Character Reco

Digital

nition) will promote study of

Medieval English literature. The present study concerns Early Eng?ish printed books such as
Chaucer®s The Canterbury Tales: The Knight"s Tale and William Langland®s Piers Plowman. Progress in
AI-0OCR programs has gained a fruitful result. However, there are still problems for recognition:

slightly printed letters and ligatures (connected letters such as w = ea, w = he, etc.)
AI-0CR Project, University of Innsbruck, Austria has kindly given me a chance to investigate

recognition of hand-written manuscripts of Canterbury Tales and Piers Plowman.
for our MSS is quite suitable for recognition.
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D. The Canterbury Tales “The Knight’s Tale*  Piers Plowman
Al-OCR
E. AI-OCR

F. AI-OCR: Transkribus Project, Innsbruck, Austria
Public Model

G. AI-OCR: Transkribus Project

Piers Plowman:The B-Text, 1561 Crowley (Cr2)
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H. AI-OCR: Transkribus Project Created Model
Public Model

At tw dnadnll dome w / And commueii all towre C / How thou lIwdeu thy life / Atd how
thou dideo day The > tw, dreadfull > dnadnll, commen > commeii, tofore
> towre, leadest > lwdeu, didest > dideo
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Al-OCR: Transkribus

The Transkribus Project produced a program to transcribe hand-written MSS.

Piers Plowman: A, Prologue 40-49. Vernon MS. Eng Poetry a. 1, fol. 395ra. Bodl Lib,
Oxford.



Al-OCR Transkribus Public Model 77.5%~90.3%

84.9%

P,40 _ddeis. and. Begge_is. faste a boute eoden (3/31, 28/31) 90.3%

P,41 Dil heorsagges et heore valies. Wese _faste iomniet (9/40, 31/40)
77.5%... (omit) ...

Correct Recognition Rate (299/352, 84.9%) Misrecognition P,40-P,49: 53

P,40 i>r/ P,41 T>D; B>s; &>et; B>v; w>W, r>s; Icr>i; m>ni /P,42 ff>F; e>o0; 1>z / P,43
I>i; G>g; /...(omit)...

TRANSKRIBUS: CREATED MODEL
Created Model

Piers Plowman: A, Prol 1-19, Vernon MS. Eng Poetry a. 1

</TextLine> <TextEquiv> <Unicode>

In a somer sesun . whon softe was ye sonne,&#13;

I schop me in-to a schroud . A scheep as | were;&#13;

In Habite of an Hermite . vn-holy of werkes,&#13;

Yat | was in A Wildernesse . wuste | neuer where,&#13;

And as | beo-heold in-to e Est . an-heig to §e sonne, &#13;
| sauh a Tour on A Toft . wonderliche I-maket;&#13;

A Deop Dale bi-neoye . A dungun yer-Inne,&#13;

With deop dich and derk . and dredful of siht.&#13;

A Feir feld ful of folk . fond I yer bi-twene,&#13;

Of alle maner of men . e mene and ye riche,&#13;

Worchinge and wondringe as §e world askey. &#13;
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