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Among the colonies that Germany held abroad until the end of World War 1,
this study examined the state of laws in colonies in Africa, particularly in the German East Africa
(now Tanzania, Rwanda, and Hurundi). The research focused on the German government®s indigenous law
survey project at the beginning of the 20th century. Through focusing on the gap between the legal
scholars in the metropole who planned the survey, those who conducted the survey in the colonial
field and reported the results, and German legal scholars who finally consolidated the results after

World War 1, this study examined the framework of the Western law, indigenous laws which were
deformed by that framework and the original layers of indigenous laws. By doing so this research
tried to understand the state of laws in the colony as a whole.
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