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What constitutes a "good argumentation™ in a legal judgment-making process? A
collaborative research project between legal studies and argumentation studies
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The purpose of this study was to explore the role that "argumentation”
plays, or could play, in legal judgments through interdisciplinary collaboration between researchers
in different fields of substantive law (public law, private law, and procedural law) and those in

argumentation studies. The ultimate aim of the study was to show what “good argumentation™ in law
should be. Based on insights about the common nature of argumentation in each field, we sought to
analyze how the institutional constraints of argumentation in the courtroom (the adversarial
structure and the procedural framework) and the institutional constraints of argumentation by legal
scholars (professional journals and the nature of interpretive communities) define legal
argumentation.
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