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The present study focused on the concept of Access & Functional Needs (AFN),
which has been gaining attention in the U.S. in recent years, especially in California. We
clarified (1) the historical background, theoretical novelty, institutional limitations, and
practical problems of the bottom-up establishment of the AFN concept through field research (e.g.,
at Centers for Independent Living in CA and the Federal Emergency Management Agency). (2) The
results were theoretically and practically translated into the context of Japan®s regional disaster
management system for its renewal. (3) Preparations were made to develop an action research project
on shelters using the AFN concept in Settsu City, Osaka Prefecture, as a model district.
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