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Rethinking the Process of Building Ossuaries in Metropolitan Areas to Prepare
for the Arrival of a Mass Mortality Society
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This report summarizes the background to the recent construction of
building-type ossuaries in metropolitan areas, the related regulations and the process of opening
such facilities, and the actual conditions and issues involved in considering how to ensure that
nearby residents can lead their daily lives. Stakeholders in the construction include not only
temple-related corporations but also many other businesses. Architects focus on building design and
creating a place for neighborhood residents. If the temple-related corporation has deep roots in the

area, sufficient prior consultation with neighborhood residents is possible, however, it is
difficult for neighborhood residents to understand and agree to the construction only by holding
explanatory meetings for residents as an administrative procedure. In granting permission to operate
a building-type ossuary, the local government is required to make a more careful judgment not to
harm the surrounding living environment.
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