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Effects of global warming on species interactions examined using environmental
DNA analyses
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Global warming could significantly impact interactions between plant species

and their users. To begin understanding how environmental changes influence these interactions, we
employed metabarcoding techniques to identify unknown plant users. Additionally, we carried out
comparative phylogeographic analyses of several insect species involved in symbiotic relationships
with figs to ascertain the effects of past climate changes on these interactions. Our findings
suggest that the distribution changes of the fig wasp, which is in an absolute symbiotic

relationship with figs, mirrored the distribution changes of figs during the last glacial period and
in post glacial era.
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