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One of the Manila incunabula, "Gewu Qiongli Bianlan" (Compendium of the
Investigation of Things and Fathoming the Principle, 1607), i1s a Chinese catechism published outside
the Chinese mainland. Its content and literary style show the influence of the Four Books,
histories of the "Gangjian" genre, daily encyclopedias, and other popular books. This influence
reflects the intellectual environment of the lower end of the intellectual spectrum. Out of the
three fascicles of "Gewu," only the first one is shared between the Spanish original and the
Japanese version (which was also based on the Spanish version). In the Chinese and Japanese
versions, different epistemic dialogues can be observed. However, knowledge shared among East Asia,
such as traditional medicine, emerged as commonalities as well. This studK has also composed a
digital scholarly edition encoded according to the TEI guidelines, which have now been acknowledged
as the international framework for encoding humanities texts.
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