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A Study on the Relation between Ancient Greek Geometrical Analysis and Plato®s
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The term "analysis® is commonly understood today as a method of studying

something by dissecting it into its elements. However, the origin of this concept can be traced back
to the method employed in ancient Greek geometry to uncover the premises of a proposition and
construct its proof. This study explores the relationship between the "method of hypothesis®
(retrogressive) featured in Plato"s middle dialogues and the "method of collection and division®
(decompositional) in his later dialogues, from the viewpoint of this geometric analysis. Through
this research, | have presented a novel interpretation that encompasses these two philosophical
methodologies in Plato®s works. Moreover, I have furnished a clear perspective on the earliest
philosophical developments concerning analytic methods or the concept of analysis.
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