2020 2022

Choosing honorific expressions: integrating generalized hierarchical Bayesian
modeling into theoretical linguistics via corpus analysis

Yamada, Akitaka
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This research project began with two main objectives: first, to analyze
corpus data using a statistical method called Generalized Hierarchical Bayesian to objectively
explore and describe the usage of honorific constructions, and second, to theorize "why honorific
expressions compete” within the framework of distributed morphology. The project was initiated with
these two objectives in mind. In particular, the following paper, published as an international
paper, further developed the generalized hierarchical Bayesian model described above and connected
it to the issue of historical change in honorifics, using a state-of-the-art statistical method that

no one has used before in current linguistics. This is a symbolic paper of this project, which
discusses the change in question within the framework of distributed morphology.
Yamada, A. (2023) Looking for default vocabulary insertion rules: Diachronic morphosyntax of the
Japanese addressee-honorification system.
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