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In this study, | first examined why the Order of Freemasons, a secret
fraternity that started as a male organization in the early modern British Isles, began to accept
women in the process of propagation and establishment in 18th century France. Then, by analyzing the

status and roles of women In the organization, | attempted to elucidate the characteristics of the
lifestyle and gender order of the elite class from the Old Regime to the Revolutionary period. By
reading historical documents collected in the French National Archives, National Library, and
Freemasonry organizations, 1 clarified the logic and representations by which men justified the
exclusion and acceptance of women, the roles expected of women by the male side, and the reality of
women®s activities, especially their participation in banquets and use of mutual aid.
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