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Academically: analysis of Tibetan primary sources, on the relation Religion-Politics, and Japanese
secondary sources, on the law of the Tibetan Empire, unstudied in Western Academia. Socially: study
on lama’ s reactions to the covid as a socio-politically exemplary.

I conducted a research on the socio-political meaning of the reaction of
Tibetan lamas to the covid crisis, comparing Buddhist sources and advice and guidelines provided by
them mainly in social media. The results were published in a collective volume in entitled “
Religious Fundamentalism in the Age of the Pandemic” and presented in the international conference
“ Interface Dialogue on Religion and Pandemics” (SBU, Tehran, lran). | have translated and analyzed
the “ Union of Politics and Buddhist Dharma” by Tibet-based Khenpo Tsultrim Lodro, which presents
a novel approach comparing the traditional Buddhist Tibetan model of a Dharma-inspired system
respectful of religious freedom with the Western models of Theocracy on the one hand and Separation
of Church and State on the other. | have located, translated and analyzed Japanese sources so far
ignored in Western Academia, namely the works of H. Sato and Z. Yamaguchi on the legal, political,
and military system of the Tibetan Empire
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(Background)
The background for the conducted research takes an interdisciplinary nature since it implies
the encounter of legal-philosophical approaches to normative phenomena as well as the
regional or area studies focused on the so-called Tibeto-sphere. Such an academic intersection
required the clarification of the philosophical conception of Law (and its related political and
normative realms) from which the study would be conducted (a), and an consideration of the
main literature focusing on the normative subsection within Tibetology, Area Studies and
Buddhist Studies (b).
This resulted in a scientific background for this project being concerned two main research
domains:
- (a) on the one hand, the technically called “legal tri-dimensionalism” which, based upon neo-
Kantian theories, basically sustains that law comprises three irreducible and interdependent
dimensions, namely, values, facts, and rules. Such an approach has never been attempted in
countries influenced by Buddhism; and
- (b) on the other hand, the relatively new research field of “Buddhism and Law”, which
defends the theoretical interest of investigating a specific Buddhist notion of Law and
Politics; in this case, the scholarly production focusing on the region Tibetan and its adjacent
and related cultural area, both historically and systematically.
In this regard, current research trends point to the notion that Buddhism could play a
significant public function in countries where it assumed a major civilizing role and
encountered no settled rival tradition, i.e., Southeast Asia and the Himalayas (French 1995,
2002; Huxley 2012; Alvarez-Ortega 2018). Such an idea is controversial in the case of central
Tibet (some argue Buddhism played no legal role in that area: Schuh 1984; Glenn 2004; Pirie
2006) and remains only superficially studied in the case of peripheral entities broadly
pertaining to the same macro- cultural area, Bhutan and Sikkim standing out as highly

interesting for Buddhism and Law studies (Whitecross 2004, 2007; Mullard 2011).

(Purpose)
The aim of the project related to the reconstruction of the legal and socio-political concepts
developed in the Buddhist Himalayan areas, namely in the Southeastern enclaves. In this
regard, in-field work was essential not only in order to achieve anthropological data, but also
to have access to written sources only present in the region. Unfortunately, the international
crisis provoked by the coronavirus has made impossible to conduct in-field research, and so |
have focused on locating and working with sources available in Japan or accessible online

that, broadly speaking, relate to Tibetan Buddhist approaches to socio-political and legal



issues or represented secondary sources on such topics so-far unstudied in the West.

(Methodology)

The philosophical foundations of the research implied the need to embrace a comprehensive
methodology dealing with theoretical foundations, textual exegesis, and socio-political
analysis. In this sense, | have tried to put true interdisciplinary into practice, since
philologists and historians of religions typically lack legal and political education, while legal
scholars either rely on secondary sources or take a positivist approach that neglects the
foundations of law.

More specifically, | employed qualitative research methods when addressing the socio-
political discourses of Tibetan lamas on the coronavirus, combined with anthropology of
religions and socio-political analysis. My projects based on Tibetan and Japanese material

also required language analysis in translation and textual approaches.

(Results)
I conducted research on the socio-political meaning of the reaction of Tibetan lamas with an
international influence, based on a comparison between Buddhist sources and the advice and
guidelines provided by such Tibetan lamas mainly in social media. The results were
published in a collective volume in Germany entitled “Religious Fundamentalism in the Age
of the Pandemic” (Transcript Verlag, 2021); while I also presented the results of such research
in the international forum “Interface Dialogue on Religion and Pandemics”, celebrated on
March 2022 at SBU Tehran (lran). The research shows how Tibetan Buddhism did not
present radical or millennialist reaction to the crisis, asking for compliance with the
government and medical authorities, while their advice could be read either in symbolical or

esoterica fashion.

I also had the chance to locate a very important contemporary text on the “Union of Politics
and Buddhist Dharma” by Tibet-based lama Khenpo Tsultrim Lodro, which presents a very
novel approach comparing the traditional Buddhist Tibetan model of a Dharma-inspired
system respectful of religious freedom with the Western models of Theocracy on the one hand
and Separation of Church and State on the other. | have been able to translate the text from
Classical Tibetan into English and | am currently working on a critical study of its sources

and socio-political meaning and impact with the goal of a monographic publication.

Finally, aware of the importance of Japanese scholarship on Buddhism in general, and the

legal and political dimensions of Tibetan Buddhism in particular, I have undertaken the



location of relevant sources and worked on their translation with collaborating colleagues to
eventually publish a collective volume. The works of Sato Hisashi and Yamaguchi Zuiho on
the legal, political, and military system of the Tibetan Empire have already been translated

and will eventually be included in such an intended publication.
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