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This study explores the policy implications of establishing efficient public

goods management schemes in rural Africa by investigating the determinants of trust in traditional
authorities such as village heads and chiefs. This study finds that trust in traditional authority
is higher in (1) areas where there is a high demand for mutual help due to the presence of
environmental risks, (2) remote areas where the administrative capacity of the central government is
difficult to penetrate, (3) areas where political competition is less intense, and (4) areas
composed of a small number of ethnic groups. However, while the survey conducted in Malawi generally
shows a high level of trust in traditional authority, we also observe widespread distrust among
some residents regarding the distribution of fertilizer subsidy coupons. Thus, a context-specific
evaluation is warranted.
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