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This study aimed to capture the dynamics of patriarchy in South Korea by
analyzing how the consciousness underlying women®s life-course choices, encompassing family norms,
gender norms, and employment attitudes, is changing. Specifically, it examines the mechanisms that
sustain the ideology of stay-at-home motherhood alongside the rapidly increasing trend of unmarried
and childless individuals from the perspectives of gender and class hierarchies. This study reveals
that the gap between those able to adapt and align themselves effectively with patriarchy and those
who cannot has become notable in stratified reproduction (marriage, childbirth, and childcare) and
continues to widen.
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