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Research on social education programs for local residents including foreign
residents: Japanese language education as lifelong learning
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Previous studies on social education or lifelong Iearnin? have often been
conducted from the perspectives of "basic education and literacies” and "multicultural symbiosis".
Local Japanese language education have focused on a specific subject and conducted surveys, such as

"foreign nationals as residents™ "technical intern trainees"” making it difficult to gain an overall
understanding of Japanese education as a social education project. In this study, detailed research
on Japanese language courses as a social education project based on the "Basic Plan for the
Promotion of Education™ formulated by local governments. The survey revealed that there are few
institutions that offer Japanese language courses as social education programs. In addition,
interviews with educational institutions in Wakayama Prefecture, which were the target of the
survey, revealed the negative effects of providing education free of charge and the need for
interaction among participants across subject areas.
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