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Amid the global surge of learner-centered pedagogy (LCP) as a “ universal

panacea,” this research proposes an alternative pedagogical framework in Tanzania based on (1)
historically nurtured pedagogies, (2) currently valued pedagogies, and (3) a flexible approach to
LCP. Using the comparative case study approach and the capability approach, the research explored
educational development in Tanzania through a historical lens, the interaction of LCP discourse at
different policy levels, and pedagogies conceived as being of value examined through semi-structured

interviews and focus group discussions. The findings indicated that some principles of LCP were
espoused by all three aspects above, while other LCP concepts were supported by one or two of them.
It is suggested that seeking the overlapping pedagogical elements over time and across different
policy levels will offer an alternative means to pursue locally appropriate pedagogies in a given
setting.
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