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E;fects of biochar and organic amendment on soil C dynamics in sub-Saharan
Africa
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The effects of organic amendment on carbon (C) and nitrogen dynamics, and
the dynamics of the soil microbial communities, which drive them, were investigated in deficient C
content soils (0-2%). First, we found that even in soils with low C content, microbial dynamics due
to C inputs and the associated C02 emissions were strongly influenced by differences in the original
soil C content. We also found that biochar, which is a relatively less degradable C source,
potentially suppresses the net C emissions and thus contributes to C sequestration.
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