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Effects of thinning on soil organic matter dynamics and carbon budget of artificial
forests

HIGASHI, Teruo
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On the representative artificial forests in Japan including Larix kaempferi, Chama
ecyparis obtsusa and Cryptomeria japonica the effects of thinning on the carbon fixation and budget of tho
se forests were investigated. As the results obtained thinning of artificial forests, as promoted by the M
inistry of forestry and Fisheries, Japan, for the sake of the prevention of glaobal warming, had no appare
nt negative effects on the carbon budget that was determeined by the substraction of the amounts of carbon

release from those of carbon fixation by the relevant forests. that is, little increase in carbon release

relative to carbon fixation was observed.
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