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Our over-seas field research on Lebanese and Syrian migrants was based on a common
understanding of the historical development of their migration (four “waves” have been
observed since the end of the nineteenth century) and their upward social mobility in
their host societies. The research shed a new light on 1) the multi-layered structure of
migrants’ networks, which connect them with their countries of origin, 2) their
activities, which have the potential to transform the sectarian nature of the Lebanese
and Syrian political systems, through the migrants’ living in the civil societies of the
host countries, and 3) the strong clientelism of their homelands, which nevertheless
retains the migrants within a sectarian framework through their multi-layered
networks.
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