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ZER I OMEEE (JE30) : In the traditional discipline of rhetoric, there is a tendency
to focus on figurative language as a unique expression of a culture, and so area studies
are more common than comparative research. But in this global age, there is a compelling
need for greater international understanding of multicultural rhetoric. In this four—year
joint research project, conducted by two American scholars of Japanese literature and
two Japanese scholars of English literature, selected traditional figures of speech were
analyzed from a comparative point of view with a view toward the effective, responsible
exploitation of the power of metaphor as well as the development of the skill of rhetorical
literacy in order to prevent the abuse of that power to perpetuate racism, sexism and
other forms of discrimination. Recent developments in the fields of cognitive linguistics
and translation theory were especially drawn upon in order to elucidate issues of
translatability in areas such as the expression of mental states such as pride and shame,
personal evaluations such as praise and blame, the metaphorical effect of topoi, and the
role of rhetoric in the transmission of traditional culture.
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