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WFZER S DEE. (J230) : Cytoplasmic expression of CD133 in HCC is associated with
elevated serum AFP level, histologically high-grade tumor, and tumor invasion to the major
branch of the portal vein. Positive cytoplasmic expression of CD133 represented the risk of
poor prognosis. CD133 overexpression was an independent prognostic factor for PS of
colorectal cancer (CRC) patients. Evaluation of the frequency and pattern of CD133
expression 1s useful for predicting prognosis, recurrence, and chemosensitivity in CRC
patients. We found a significant tendency for patients who were positive for BM-AFP
mRNA to experience recurrence within 1 year after surgery compared to those negative for
BM-AFP mRNA. The BM-VEGFR-1 mRNA level of all HCC patients was higher than that
of normal controls and the PH-VEGFR-1 mRNA level of almost all patients was higher that
of normal controls. The classification by BM-VEGFR-1 mRNA/BM-AFP mRNA was a
significant risk factor for recurrence within 1 year after surgery. The importance of the
coexistence of disseminated cancer cells and VEGFR-1-positive hematopoietic bone marrow
progenitor cells was also proved because the DFS curve of patients negative for BM-AFP
mRNA and BM-VEGFR-1 mRNA; low was better in the other 3 groups. The evaluation of
BM-AFP and BM-VEGFR-1 mRNA in patients with HCC may be a valuable predictor of
disease recurrence following curative resection.
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