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Is tooth loss a risk factor of dementia?

— Development of a database for brain MRI
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WFZeR RO EE (3530) @ A database of brain MRI and oral conditions in the elderly people
aged 65 years and over was developed. On brain magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), cerebral
white matter lesions (WMLs) that is the cause of dementia were graded according to Fazekas
classification and then relationship between WMLs and oral conditions was analyzed. As
a result, significant correlation between the number of upper teeth, especially frontal
teeth, and the grades of WMLs was observed. However, there was no relation between the
number of lower teeth and WMLs. For the patients who underwent repeated MRI examinations,
there was no significant relation between the progress of WMLs and the deterioration of
oral conditions.
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