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Findings were significantly different for graduate and undergraduate students. Thr
ee dominant themes emerged for graduate students: Forms of Participation, Patterns of Interaction, and Lev
eraging Institutional Resources. However, all of themes intersected with contextual variables, including t
he quantity of literacy demands required by different majors, institutional support, and individual person

ality differences, and ability to leverage socio-academic support networks to make up for %aps in knowledg
e and ability. Academic success was related not to English proficiency, intelligence, or effort. For under
graduates, a different picture emerged. Most belonged to local Japanese student organizations, and very ac
tive. In addition, undergraduates chose classes that required less literacy demands early in their studies
. They also negotiated the terms of assignments and participation with professors.
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